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Walid Abdelwahab is Director-General, Country Relations and Services, at IsDB overseeing country 

strategy and dialogue and management of the Bank’s USD 25 billion portfolio across all sectors in the 

Bank’s 57 member countries in Asia, Africa, MENA, Europe and Latin America.

Abdulhakim Elwaer, Adviser to President on Global Advocacy and the Spokesperson of the Islamic 

Development Bank Group.

Nate Haken is Programs Director at The Fund for Peace, leading a variety of resilience and conflict 

early-warning, analysis and peacebuilding programs with a focus on West Africa. He has field experience 

in two dozen countries worldwide.

Abdimajid Moalin Abdullahi is Manager of the Human Development Division, Islamic 

Development Bank 
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Key issues to be addressed:

The choice of the Kingdom of Morocco to host the 44th IsDB Group Annual Meetings - for the second time after 30 years- reflects 
the special character that distinguishes Morocco as being keen to always respond to all development initiatives.

This is indeed the context of the topic of this seminar, which is the Kingdom's role, as a crossroads of civilizations and a platform 
for regional integration in support of triangular cooperation, in addressing questions dictated by Morocco's position as a major 
player in the concerted efforts of IsDB member countries under the international and regional variables, to achieve the SDGs. The 
subject of the seminar also reflects the IsDB's presence through its financing and technical activities, which span Africa, Asia and 
Europe regions.

1) Integration into the global and regional value chains;

2) Strengthening FDI flows and promoting international investment agreements;

3) The role of financial institutions in financing continental projects and regional infrastructure; 

4) Managing migration flows and mitigating social and spatial disparities;

5) Integrating sustainable development goals in triangular cooperation plans.

4 April 2019 15:30 - 17:30 Toubkal, Palais de 
Congrès 

Mohamed Methqal is Director General of the Moroccan Agency for International Cooperation (AMCI) 
since 2016. Prior to this, he held several positions such as Special Advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation, Chief of Staff of President of COP22, and Senior Advisor to the Minister of Economy and 
Finance in Morocco.  Earlier in his career, he provided consulting and advisory services to governements, 
corporations and business leaders. 

Marie Francoise Marie-Nelly is Country Director for the Maghreb and Malta, Middle East and North 
Africa, World Bank.   Since she joined the World Bank in 1994, she has held a variety of positions focused 
on the restructuring of public enterprises, support to private sector development, regional integration, 
and management of the oil sector. Previously, she served as Country Director for Nigeria, Country Director 
for the two Congo, Director for the World Bank Group Program related to the Chad Petroleum and the 
Chad-Cameroon pipeline project, and Director for the regional integration program in Africa. 

Latifa Elbouabdellaoui is Director of International Trade Relations at the Ministry of Industry, Investment, 
Trade and Digital Economy in Morocco.  Before being appointed to this department, she was in charge of 
the Mechanical and Metallurgical Industries Division. Later on she headed the Offshoring Trades Division 
within the same Ministry.  She coordinates and leads negotiations on Trade Agreements at the national 
level. She hosted several national and international conferences and seminars on international trade 
topics.
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Xavier Reille is Director of IFC Maghreb office.  He oversees the development and management of 
consulting and investment operations for Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia.  Xavier joined IFC in 2011 as 
manager of the financial inclusion program for MENA. In recent years, he headed the financial sector 
consulting department for the Europe & MENA region from Istanbul.  With 10 years’ experience at the 
World Bank as a senior manager, Xavier has been the founding chairman of the Microfinance Information 
Exchange platform for the microfinance industry. He also led the G8 Financial Inclusion Program for the 
MENA region after being a CGAP World Bank leader for 5 years. 

Zouhair Triqui is Secretary General of the Moroccan Agency for Development of Investments and Exports 
(AMDIE). Previously, he held several leadership positions within Maroc Export. His experience, spanning 
over three decades in export promotion, allowed him to undertake upstream activities, through training, 
studies and export consulting, as well as in the field, by organizing and supervising promotional events 
abroad. At the managerial and strategic level, his roles focused on strategic planning, monitoring of 
strategy implementation, evaluation and analysis of results. 

CROSSROAD OF CIVILIZATIONS AND PLATFORM FOR REGIONAL INTEGRATION:
WHAT ROLE CAN MOROCCO PLAY IN SUPPORTING TRIANGULAR COOPERATION?


